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up one another ... " (I Thessalonians 5:11)
''Let no unwholesome word proceed from your
mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment,
that it may give grace to those who hear. ·'
(Ephesians 4:29)
So let us live by the Biblical truth: ''Like
apples of gold in settings of silver is a word
spoken in right circumstances. ''

~reasuredWords
It was said that, when President Abraham
Lincoln was shot down at Ford's Theatre
in Washington, they carried him across the
street to a boarding house where he died.
After his life had slipped from his body, his
body was made ready for the burial. In his
pants pockets were found newspaper clippings
written by men approving of his presidency
and his work. The ridiculed and slandered
president treasured the few words of praise
that he had received.

But isn't everyone like that? Don't we all
like a good word said about us now and then?
An honest compliment is to people what sunshine is to flowers. The inspired Scriptures
teach us to ''encourage one another, and build

I notice when a fellow dies, no matter what
he's been,
Some Saintly chap or one perhaps whose
life is stained with sin,
His friends forget the bitter words, they
spoke but yesterday
And now think up a multitude of pretty
things to say.
Perhaps when I am laid to rest, someone
will bring to light,
Some noble deed or kindly act, long but
buried out of sight.
But if it's all the same to you, just give
to me instead,
The roses while I'm living and the knocking when I'm dead.
David Lusk
Eastwood Bulletin
El Paso, TX
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From

The

Editor. • •

The ugly cross holding its precious victim
is lifted and let fall in the hole dug for it.
The sun became darkened and the earth
quaked. Finally, came the cry "It is finished"
and Jesus gave up the spirit.
"God so loved ... " (John 3:16).
-JMS

•'God commendeth His love toward us in
that while we were yet sinners Christ died for
us·· (Romans 5:8). How can we comprehend
such love? We could compare it to a mother's
love since no earthly tie is stronger. We might
think of the mother eagle that builds her
nest high in mountain peaks. When the forest
fires sweep wildly up the mountain side she
flies away frantically trying to persuade her
little ones to follow. When she sees they cannot
she flies back and settles down over the nest
and dies there with them.

But all the mothers' love in the world
combined would not come close to that of God's
love. Poets have attempted to write of it and
have done a beautiful job considering their
human limitations. However, when we analyze
their efforts we find them saying they are
unable to describe it. One wrote:
Could I with ink the ocean fill
Were the earth of parchment made,
And every blade of grass a quill
And every man a scribe by trade,
To write the love of God above
Would drain the ocean dry
And the scroll would not contain the whole
Though it stretched from sky to sky.
It is only when we come to the dark hour of
the cross that we see the full strength of God's
love. Consider the agony of Gethsemane,
•'O my Father, if this cup may not pass away
from me, except I drink it, Thy will be done. ••
From Luke 22:44 it seems possible that His
agony was so great that blood exuded through
His skin and dripped on the ground as would
sweat. Then there is the resignation to drink
completely the bitter cup of suffering as He
meekly surrenders to the mob which came to
take Him.

REST
REST is a beautiful word because it conveys
one of the most comforting messages ever
spoken to man. The closing hours of a long day
of work brings thoughts of rest. The promise is
held that tomorrow we will awaken refreshed,
renewed and strong to face the chores of life.
Our life span is much the same. As the
burdens mount and seem impossible to bear,
our souls long for rest. As our bodies grow
older and our spirits troubled, our thoughts
turn more and more to the comfort of rest.
The scripture has a lot to say about rest and
comfort. A preparation must be made. Listen
to Jeremiah, ''Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye
in the ways, and see, ask for the old paths,
where is the good way, and walk therein, and
you shall.find rest unto your souls. '' (6:16)
Walk uprightly, do that which is good (the
will of God) and by his mercies and grace a
sweet happy rest awaits when the trials of
life are over.
To have •'manifold blessings·· now and
eternal rest, Jesus must be first in one's life.
He must be ahead of all other things (Luke
18:29-30). When this is done then this beautiful thought is for us, Jesus promises, •'Come
unto me, all ye that labor, and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn of me: for I am meek and lowly
in heart: and, you shall find rest unto your
souls." (Matthew 11:28-29)
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H.S. Whittington
via Fanning Heights Bulletin
Huntsville, AL
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CAN WE DO ANY GOOD?
Oh yes! We must get that straight at once.
You certainly can do some good in the world.
There is no reason to feel the least despair
about that. The world will be better because
you lived if you try to do some good. Furthermore, doing what is right with the motive of
accomplishing some good will bear fruit.
Why all of the problem with this? Why do we
hear people saying, 'Tm not doing any good?"
Immediate results is one problem. When
one is working for the Lord or when he is trying to influence the world for good he must
realize that results are not always immediate.
Efforts put forth today may produce fruit
ten or twenty years from now. One must do
what needs to be done and trust God to provide
the results.
Tangible results is another problem. People
like to see the results, but that is not always
~oss~le. Consider a person who lives a good
hfe day after day. They do not know it, but
someone is watching them and is impressed
with their good example. They are influenced
to live like that person is living, but the person
setting the example is not informed of it. They
may not know that they have made an impression on someone else. They may even
feel that they have wasted their life or that they
have done no good. There are those times,
of course, when one learns many years later
that he influenced someone whom he never
realized was watching him.
Keep on! That is the important thing for
all_of us. Do what you can do. Do the right
thmg. Serve to the best of your ability. You
may not see immediate results. You may not
ever know how much good you are doing.
Trust God! He will use your labor and your
serv~ce and e_ven if others never give you
credit, He will. Furthermore, He is most
capable of assessing how much good you do.
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D. Randell Jernigan
Fairlane Bulletin
Shelbyville, TN

WHO HAS CONTROL?
One night when the desert winds blew hard
and cold a camel pushed his nose through the
flap of an Arab's tent and said: "Because it's
so cold out here would you mind if I just kept
my nose in your tent?" The Arab agreed and
went back to sleep.
Later in the evening he awoke and discovered the camel had not only his nose, but also
his head and shoulders in the tent. When the
camel pleaded, the kindly Arab allowed the
beast to put his forelegs into the tent, too.
Then the camel said, "It's getting colder.
Why not let me come entirely into your tent?••
"Certainly," said the easy going Arab,
"come on in." Before dawn the Arab awoke
stiff with cold and covered with sand blown by
the desert wind. He was outside the tent.
The camel was sleeping comfortably inside
the tent.
Can we use that story as an illustration of
how sin works in our lives? I think sol It moves
in very subtly. Someone has said that the five
steps_ of sin are: condemn, permit, condone,
practice, defend-and then we are hooked.
Friends, the Bible says to ''avoid the very
~ppearan~e of evil. '' Don't allow it to even get
its nose mto any part of your life. "Resist
the devil and he will flee from you. " Don't
be left outside God's safety!
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Don Mathis
Druid Hills Bulletin
Montgomery, AL
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delivered by a gospel preacher that did not
help me in some way. Perhaps this is a way of
saying all sermons have some good in them.
It's my responsibility to look for that good.

~"WhatMakes
I0 o A Sermon
IDn
Good?
1

Dean Clutter
Warren, MI
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GOD DESIRES OUR
HAPPINESS

It was Plato, I believe, who taught that an
object was good when it answered the purpose
for which it was made. I am not sure, but I
suspect he would feel the same about a human
effort. With this in mind, the philosopher
might say that a sermon is good when it
answers the purpose for which it was prepared.
But, of course, such an approach or evaluation
may consider only one person-the one who
prepares and delivers the sermon. Perhaps
others need to be considered in determining
whether a sermon is good or not.
Listeners often judge the value and quality
of a sermon in other ways. To some, a sermon
is good if their antagonists and enemies are
told off and put in their places. To others,
a sermon is good if nothing provocative or
challenging has been said. To a few, a sermon
is good if the preacher shows himself articulate and able to speak with pleasing resonance.
And to yet others, a sermon is good only when
it touches on what they consider to be their
needs.
May I suggest another test of determining whether a sermon is good? To me, all
sermons are good if they are Bible centered
and focus the hearer's attention on the Bible
as God's authoritative revelation to man.
Any man who preaches the truth of the gospel
always preaches good sermons, And whatever the thrust of a given lesson, whether
what is said challenges or comforts, whether
spoken in the most polished way or in faltering tones, I believe there will be something
for me if I listen respectfully and reverently.
In fact, I don't recall ever hearing a sermon

Some of the words used by Paul are ''joy'',
"rejoice", and related words. God intended
for his people to rejoice and be glad. He tells
us in his word what it takes to make us happy,
and surely he knows.
All of God's laws are for our good. God knew
that we cannot be happy if we are thieves;
he knew that we cannot be happy if we are
covetous; he knew that dishonesty detracts
from one's peace of mind. So, when God told
us not to do these things, it was not that he
was trying to keep something good from us
in an arbitrary fashion. He was interested in
our well-being as well as that of others.
However, some feel like the little boy who
said, "This medicine must be good for me;
it tastes so bad." They feel that God's way is
distasteful and that the things which God has
forbidden are the things that would make for
happiness. This is not true! God has not withheld one good thing from us. He is interested
in our happiness for eternity and for time as
well. Trust the Lord to do what is right and
what is best for us!

If we can only be convinced of the fact that
God wants us to be happy and that he knows
what it takes to create happiness, then we will
be on the road to happiness. God who made
man knows man's needs. He never misleads
the objects of his loving care. He is faithful
and never deceives. "Rejoice in the Lord
always; and again, I say Rejoice. •• (Philippians
4:4).
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PAGE6

THE FORGOTTEN
COMMANDMENT
"Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them
which cause divisions and offenses contrary
to the doctrine which ye have learned and avoid
them." (Romans 16:17)

Perhaps the Biblical command that is avoided, glossed over, shied away from more than
any other is the command to ''tum away
from, •• •'have no company with, •• ''not to
eat with, •• •'keep your eye on, ·' and •'keep
aloof from" (Romans 16:17,18; II Thessalonians 3:6,14; I Corinthians 5:9-11; Titus 3:10)
any brother or sister that is threatening the
local fellowship of God's people! Be it one that
is immoral (I Corinthians 5), factious (Titus
3:10), divisive (Romans 16:17,18), or disorder~
ly (II Thessalonians 3:16,17), the teaching of
the Bible is clear-MARK THEM! Yet, in
spite of this clear teaching, it has become the
''forgotten commandment.'' Why?
For one, it is never pleasant not to "associate" with a "so-called brother/sister."
While it is true that the Corinthian church
had 1'ecome "arrogant" in their toleration of
incest, is it not possible-even
likely-that
our problems, as well as theirs, first began
because of the unpleasantness with dealing
with the problem? I believe sol
Another cause of neglect has been the thinking that the problem will disappear or correct
itself. While this may occur sometimes, it is
the exception rather than the rule. Rather
than the problem mending, it tends to sap
the very life from the congregation. We must
remember Corinth (I Corinthians 5)1
Perhaps, too, we fail to emphasize enough
the PURPOSE of ''withdrawing fellowship''
is not vindictive but aimed at saving the offender (I Corinthians 5:5; I Timothy 1:20), at purifying the church (I Corinthians 5:2,6, 7,13;
I Corinthians 7:11), and at influencing the
world (I Corinthians 5; Acts 5:11,13,14). In
reality, it is an expression of deep love and con-

cern for the soul. Painful? Yes. Necessary?
Yes.
We-members
of the great church of our
Lord-must be committed to the restoration
of New Testament Christianity! And, a vital
part of restoring the church that Jesus died for
is in recommitting ourselves to loving one
another, even to the degree of withdrawing our
fellowship from the erring! Their souls-our
souls-are dependent upon it!
Steve Watson
via Getwell Bulletin
Memphis, TN

NOT A CHANCE
Every now and then, as public prayers are
led, we hear some such expression to God as:
''We thank Thee that we have a chance for
salvation.''
That word "chance" Is a most unfortunate
expression to choose. It makes salvation sound
like the spin of a wheel or a turn of dice thrown
In a casino.
Our salvation is not one bit like a lottery.
The Hebrews' writer speaks of our hope as
one that Is "both sure and steadfast," so much
so that It serves as an anchor to our soul.
If we must use a modifier, we might thank
God that He has provided us a way of salvation,
or an opportunity for salvation. Better yet,
let's Just thank Him for our salvation.
Malcom Hinckley
via College Church Bulletin

Oklahoma City, OK

Worth
Remembering
"As parents
grow older, their
children are a comfort. That's only fair,
since the kids played a significant role
in their aging process.''
-A.H. Berzen
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GETT/NG SERIOUS
8/81.E STUDY

,,our

From time to time, members of the church
decide to get serious about Bible study. They
want to go from being occasional Biblesamplers to being Bible students. But they
don't know where to begin. Sometimes they
ask my advice. There's no way I can tell you
all you need to know in two brief articles
(we are running it as one-editor), but maybe
there will be value in a few notes to get you
started in the right direction.
(1) Get a Bible that is fairly easy to understand but that is also dependable. I use the
King James or Authorized Version, but those
that have never studied the Bible find the
archaic words and phrases a real hindrance.
My personal preference is the American Standard Version, which is a literal translation
and which is now in print again. The New
American Standard Version is up-to-date but
still dependable. Avoid translations that
depend on paraphrases, except to use for
comparison.
(2) Set up a schedule for your study. The
simplest schedule is to read the Bible through
in a year. This can be easily done by reading
three chapters a day and five on Sunday.
If you have never read the Bible through, this
is probably a good way to start your serious
study. If you do this, I would suggest that you
alternate Old Testament and New Testament
readings. Otherwise it will be October before
you ever get to the New Testament.
Once you have been through the Bible once,
you will probably want to set up a schedule
(a) that will allow you to spend more time in
the New Testament, and (b) that will allow you
more time for actual study. Keep track of what
chapters you read and study, however, so
that you will not neglect any part of the Bible
(II Timothy 3:16,17). It is possible that you
will want to set up a certain amount of time
to study each day rather than a certain number
of chapters you have to cover.
MAY 1985

(3) Make notes as you read. Now we are
starting to get into the matter of study. You
may want to mark your Bible-underlining
passages that impress you, making notes in
the margin, etc. You may want to put most
of your notes in a notebook. A method to teach
yourself to think about the text is to have a
small section for each chapter you read. In
each section, have divisions such as these:
(a) ''The main point or points of this chapter:
__
." (b) "One thing this chapter taught
me: ___
." (c) "One thing I didn't understand in this chapter: ___
," etc. To save
time, you may want to type up a sheet with
room for several chapters and then duplicate
a supply to use in your study.
Regarding the things you don't understand
in each chapter, I have two suggestions:
(a) Don't be in too much of a hurry to run to
an "expert" to find the explanation. Keep
reading and thinking. Frequently you will
find other passages that explain the matter.
This will strengthen your confidence in the
Bible-that it is indeed a Book that can be
understood. (b) Have several "dependable"
translations and compare them on hard-tounderstand passages. This will often give enlightenment.
I cannot overemphasize the need to get a
good over-all view of the Bible and its teachings before attempting in-depth studies of obscure themes. This will keep one from going
off on strange tangents.
(4) Make sure your attitude toward the
Bible is right. Always keep in mind that this
is God speaking. First ask, how does this
apply to me? And, above all, keep a love for
truth (II Thessalonians 2:10-12 cf).

(5) Take advantage of all the opportunities
afforded in regular classes and services.
It never fails to amaze me that some want
"special" classes, training, and attention
when they are not taking full advantage
of what is already available! Attend all classes
and services. Listen to the teacher/preacher
with Bible and notebook in hand. If it is appro(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

priate, ask questions on things you do not
understand. And prepare for classes ahead
of time. Fit this into your study schedule
(refer to point #2).
(6) Gradually build up a library of good
study books-and
then use them discriminately. Bible study books can be of value
IF (a) you choose those that will build your
faith instead of tearing it down, (b) you do not
immediately rush to them to try to find "easy
answers" before you have really tried to
absorb a passage, (c) you realize that all study
books have been written by men and therefore
have flaws. Only the Bible is from God and all
study materials must ever be evaluated in
the light of what the Bible says.

You first of all need some general background on the Bible. Roy Deaver recommends
the Dickson Bible plus special materials prepared to go along with that volume. Halley's
Bible Handbook is a good inexpensive help.
Another general aid is a good concordance.
Depe_yding on its size, a concordance lists
many or all of the times a certain word is found
in the bible. It is useful to find verses if you
remember part of the wording, and for doing
word studies. A good Bible dictionary can also
be helpful at times.
You don't have to know all there is to know
about hermeneutics (Biblical interpretation)
before you get into the text, but a few commonsense principles are needed. A couple of
paperbacks will be helpful: How To Study the
Bible by West and Guide to Bible Study by
Tolle.
Eventually you will want to start getting
commentaries on the various books of the
Bible. On the New Testament, I recommend
that you start with the few commentaries
J. W. McGarvey wrote (except for the last
half of Romans) and then finish the New Testament set with restoration classics such as
selected volumes from the Gospel Advocate
series (except for the book of Revelation). For
a no-nonsense approach to the book of Revel-

ation, I recommend Worthy Is the Lamb
by Summers as a starter.
From this point on, you can build up your
library as interests dictate and money allows.
You will want to complete sets of commentaries, get some good books on Biblical doctrines and evidences, etc. Eventually you will
want to learn enough of the original language
to use "simple" Greek language books. But
that's far down the line. Right now the important thing is to get started. May God bless
you for desiring to be a serious student of
His book.
David Roper
Brown Trail Bulletin
Bedford, TX

WHAT IS
BROTHERLY LOVE?
It's
It's
It's
It's
It's
It's
It's
It's
It's
It's

SILENCE when your words would hurt,
PATIENCE when your brother is curt,
DEAFNESS when some gossip flows,
COMPASSION for a brother's woes,
COURAGE when misfortune falls,
FIRMNESS when ones duty calls,
WILLINGNESS to help another,
TRUSTING and especially a brother,
RESTITUTION made when due
FORGIVING when asked of you.
-Abbreviated
Author Unknown
via Kearney, NE

Triumph
is "umph"
added
to "try.,,
BULLETIN DIGEST
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MY Fl ASTSERMON
My father has been a "preacher of righteousness" for more than thirty years now,
and for as long as I can remember, he has been
busy with working through one crowded
Meeting schedule after another. As he would
often hold Meetings in the summer within
driving distance of our home, the family would
most generally get dressed up and go along.
Being a spry, active lad, inclined toward outdoor activities, I was not always enthusiastic
at the prospect of coming inside long before
dark, taking a bath for what I saw as no good
reason, putting on my Sunday clothes, and
attending another Meeting. After all, I had to
listen to Dad every week!

What's His Number
Each Sunday the preacher called the children
to the front of the church while he told them a
story. One day, he brought a telephone to
better Illustrate the idea of prayer.
''You talk to people on the telephone and
don't see them on the other end of the line,
right?" he began. The children nodded.
"Well, talking to God Is llke talking on the
telephone. He's on the other end, but you can't
see him. He's listening, though."
Just then a small boy piped up and asked,
"What's his number?"

I
I
I
I

Not Crowding
The two women had spent a good deal of
the afternoon trying to lmpreu each other
with how rellglou1 they were. Finally, one
left and the other smugly turned to her husband
and Hid, "You know, she 11a good Christian,
but I Justbelieve I llve closer to the Lord.''
Her husband thought a moment and replied,
''Ain't either of you crowdln' him any.''

t

i
f
f

Facts and Faith
The preacher was speaking on the relationship between "fact" and "faith".
''That you are sitting in front of me here
in church is a fact," he said. "That I am speaking to you from the pulpit is fact. But it is only
faith that makes me belleve that any of you
are Iisten i ng."

Different Opinion

t

i

t

t
I

i
i

Teen-age daughter (as radio blasted out the
flnal note of the latNt hit song): "Did you ever
hear anything 10 wonderful?"
Father: "Only once when a truck loaded with ,
empty mllk cans collided with another truck
loaded with ducks."
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My lack of enthusiasm too often turned into
a full-scale grouch session. I would sit in the
back seat of the car, plant a purposed pout on
my face, and "humph" and "gruff'' my family
along the road. They must be made to suffer,
I thought; after all, I am.
On one occasion-the last as I recall-Dad
spoke to me and said, '' Son, I have a sermon
for you. I want you to write it down, remember
it, and preach it next Wednesday night."
He had my attention.
The sermon contained five brief points:
(1) Nobody likes a sourpuss, (2) When you are
in a bad mood, everybody around you feels
bad too, (3) When you are mad your whole
body feels bad, (4) You can catch more flies
with honey than you can with vinegar, and perhaps the most impressive of all, (5) If you don't
straighten up, you're going to get a spanking.
I straightened up. The next Wednesday
evening I delivered the lesson. I even said the
word "sourpuss" in front of all my friends and
teachers. And the longer I live, the more sense
the sermon seems to make.
By the way, I didn't give the fifth point in
my sermon. It was more personal than public,
anyway.
BULLll:TIN
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Dalton Key
Liberal, KS
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CURE DISCOVERED FOR
"WORRY WARTS"!
There it was again! Just like my mom saidllt
was in plain sight on the top of my thumb,
between the second and third joints .... my
"worry wart" I The years that have passed
have taught me that there is really no such
"wart". The "worry disease", however, is
real.
Worry is a futile, energy-sapping activity
of the mind that never produces anything to
build on. Complaints of fatigue and loss of
zest are not uncommon. Dr. S.I. McMillan,
a college physician, hears his "worried"
patients often complain that they get up in
the morning just as tired as they were when
they went to bed. He explains: "Sleep refreshes our exhaustion from work, but not the
weariness that stems from worry.''
But not to ''worry'' I A cure has been discovered I It is available by a written prescrit>tion from the Great Physician, and is in inexhaustible supply at Heaven's Pharmacy!
I have- a bottle of it on my desk. The prescription reads:
Don't worry about anything;
instead pray about everything;
tell God your needs
and don't forget to thank Him for His
answers.
If you do this you will experience God's
peace,
which is far more wonderful
than the human mind can understand.
His peace will keep your thoughts and
your hearts
quiet and at rest as you trust in Christ
Jesus.
Philippians 4:6
The directions say: Take one capsule daily
to help you stay spiritually healthy. Two cap~ules may be taken if you feel the devil closing
m on you.

Contact the Great Physician-today-for
your supply of this life-enriching medicine.
And don't "worry" about the cost-IT'S
FREEi
Bobby Hise
Montgomery Blvd. Bulletin
Albuquerque, NM

THOSE LOST YEARS
It is hard to admit that I was caught up in
the sin of idolatry; that I wanted things ''for
my family" (meals eaten "out," sentimental
drives in the car, toys, tools, clothes, gadgets, etc.). Wanting those things caused me to
sin. Why? Because things were actually in
control of my life, my thinking, and my actions.
Although the things purchased were worthwhile and necessary at times, I had not spent
much time planning my spending.
My sin became idolatry because I was really
more interested in letting things express love
to my family than I was in expressing love by
spending valuable time with them myself.
My family began to suffer when our level of
debt forced me to "moonlight" to catch up.
I not only substituted things for my attention,
but I was not there at all.
After eight years of disciplining those
financial burdens, we are out of debt. Now I
know how to do that "moonlighting" job with
skill, but I don't know how to do "family."
It has always been easier to use things than it
has been to love people. However, that is no
excuse for being unable to love them better
than I do. If the past eight years had been free
to think and work on relationships, the ability
to have better quality family time would be
stronger.
Where is the warning in all of this? It is
better to live in a shack and have love in the
home than to live in a nice house with all the
extras and be miserable as a family. A house,
car, expensive clothes are sorry substitutes
for close family relationships.
BULLETIN
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FISHERS
OF MEN

man casts his hook, he does so by faith! He
doesn't know if he will be successful, but he
believes he will! Without faith there would
be little joy in seeking the souls of men!
The invitation of Jesus to be "fishers of men"
was not directed exclusively to twelve men who
lived nineteen centuries ago. It is your calling
and mine! Let's give heed!
Larry Fluitt
via Little Rock, AR

When Jesus discussed the redemptive
ministry in which the apostles, and Christians,
were to be engaged, He used the words
''fishers of men'' (Matthew 4: 19).
Why did Jesus describe soul-winners as
"fishermen"? I suppose it was natural in the
setting in which He spoke, standing beside a
lake talking with fishermen. But, in addition
to this, I can see some qualities characteristic of these men that lend themselves particularly to seeking the lost!
1. First, soul-winning is an unpredictable
venture! One never knows for sure if the lost
soul will be receptive to the message and responsive to Jesus' invitation. Every personal
worker has known the thrill of converting one
thought to be unreachable, while failing with
another who seemed to be on the brink of
obedience!
2. Thus, soul-winning requires patience!
Few people are more patient than the fisherman! Fish seldom bite the moment the bait
hits the water. Calmly this individual sits and
waits for the big strike! Many a fisherman
has spent a long day waiting for his catchwhich never came!
3. Therefore, persistence is necessary for
success! One failure does not forever discourage the true fisherman! It is soon forgotten
and a new enthusiasm stirs his blood, and it's
off to the lake once more! This time they'll
be biting for sure!
4. Finally, faith is indispensable to the
fisherman! Whether going after fish or men,
faith is an absolute "must"! When the fisher-

UNIMAGINABLE
POWER

May I share with you a text from Scripture:
''Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work
within us, to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. "
Ephesians 3:20-21
Put your mind in gear. Now reflect. Contemplate. Think the greatest, most glorious
thought of which it is possible for you to
conceive. Now stop and recognize that no
matter how grand and glorious that thought,
we are assured that our Father can do something greater than anything we can think of.
And what's more remarkable, He chooses to
do that indescribably great something ''according to His power that is at work within us. ''
Our extremity is God's opportunity. Paul
said, "/ can do everything through him who
gives me strength'' (Philippians 4:13). There is
nothing which we cannot accomplish if it's in
accord with His purpose because the potential of our God, a potential residing in you and
me as His people, is unlimited. May the Lord
help us to believe this great truth and live
under the impact of that faith.
BULLETIN
DIGEST~
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FUTURE RECOGNITION
'' Shall I be able to know and recognize
people in heaven?" "My wife died years ago;
shall I see her if we are saved, recognize her,
and be with her in heaven?" "My precious
child, the joy of my life is dead; can I expect
to be reunited with my baby?" "My parents
died when I was a child; is it reasonable to
believe we shall know each other in heaven?''
These questions and many like them are often
asked to preachers of the gospel. To all such
questions we have always answered that in
the light of the Scriptures we shall know each
other in heaven.
The Bible teaches that relationships will be
different. Jesus said that "in the resu"ection
they neither marry, nor are given in marriage,
but are as the angels of God in heaven ''
(Matthew 22:30). Jesus says "neither can
they die any more: for they are equal unto the
angels'· (Luke 20:36).
The transfiguration of Jesus is an instructive
passage. Peter, James and John were able to
recognize Moses and Elijah on the mount of
transjiiguration (Matthew 17). Moses and
Elijah did not loose their identity when they
died. They were able to talk with Jesus about
his death that he would accomplish.
Memory is not destroyed by death. Our
memory while we are in the flesh sometimes
seems cloudy but it will continue untrammeled
in the world to come. Abraham said to the
rich man "remember" (Luke 16:25). Abraham
had been dead for centuries, yet his spirit
lived. Abraham could be recognized. The rich
man was able to remember. In Hades he was
separated from the righteous by a great gulf.
The grave then does not end man's existence
nor his memory.
The grief-stricken David spoke by inspiration of himself and his dead son •'Can I bring
him back again? I shall go to him, but he will
not return to me" (II Samuel 12:23). Paul
wrote to the Philippians, •'/ am in a strait
betwixt the two, having the desire to depart

and be with Christ; for it is very far better; yet
to abide in the flesh is more needful for your
sake" (Philippians 1:23). If a person goes out
of existence when he dies how could it be said
to be "better" when one dies? Paul expected
to know the Thessalonian Christians who would
be saved. •'For what is our hope, or joy, or
crown or rejoicing? Are not even ye in the
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his
coming? For ye are our glory and joy" (Philippians 2:19,20).

Our bodies of flesh and blood will not be
in heaven (I Corinthians 15:50) but we will be
clothed upon or given a marvelous spiritual
body (II Corinthians 5:2). This mortal body will
be changed into an immortal body. This is
possible only in heaven where all things are
forever new.

1

But what of eternal separation for disobedient loved ones? How can we be happy. Here
is the key: God "shall wipe away every tear
from their eyes ... neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any more·' (Revelation 21:4). Eternal salvation is for those whose
names are written in the Lamb's book of life.
Let us obey the Lord and live by his covenant
that our names may appear in that great book.
The Lord has gone to prepare a place for his
own and will come again some day to receive
them. May we be among that glad number
to be reunited with loved ones who will be
saved in the eternal rest.
J. Noel Merideth
Pulaski St. Bulletin
Lawrenceburg, TN

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
Someone has said that the law of spiritual
life Is expressed In four words:
1. Admit-accept the truth of God.
2. Submit-obey it.
3. Commit-live In entire dependance on
Him.
4. Transmit-let the life flow out In blessing
to others.
via Tomball, TX
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JUST BEYOND
"For he looked for a city which hath
foundations, whose builder and malcer is
God.·' (Hebrews 11:10)

J
l

A man, out hunting in the Valley of Virginia,
followed his game into a cave and heard the
sound of running water. He followed the
stream for a while and listened in wonder as
the mysterious river ran off into the subterranean darkness. Coming back with a
companion and a torch, he entered the cave
again and followed the sound of the water
until they came to a vast cavern through which
darkly flowed the river. The flame of the torch
revealed splendors and glories which for
generations had been hidden from the eye of
man. There were vaulted domes embellished
with gold and silver bands, massive pillars
where stalactite and stalagmite met in eternal
embrace, spiral stairways of transparent
limestone, none of which had ever before been
disturbed by civilization. Outside, on the

surface, an unattractive rolling, and barren
land stretched endlessly. But just beneath
the surface there was a majesty and a loneliness which would enthrall the eyes and mind
of man.
How strange to know that just beyond this
world there is another. For there lies a celestial city of such magnificance that crown jewels
can only begin to describe its loveliness, charm
and elegance. This spirit world, the home of
God our Father and Creator, the Son of God,
the Spirit of Grace and the Heavenly Host,
is just beyond man's sight, but easily discerned
by his noble faith. Father Abraham looked for
that city and by faith he found it.
''These all died in faith, not having
received the promises, but having seen
them afar off, and were persuaded of
them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and
pilgrims on the earth" (Hebrews 11:13).
BULLJ:TIN
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When she made her short speech of acceptance, she was nervous and said, "I don't
appreciate this, but I deserve it from the
bottom of my heart.''
Let's be sure we get it straight. We may not
deserve many of the good things we receive,
but we can appreciate them from the bottom
of our hearts!
Jerrie Barber
via Abilene Bulletin
Statesville, NC

DID YOU SAY EVERYTHING?
''In everything give than/cs; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. •• (I Thessalonians 5:18)

One day an old man was working when he
mashed his finger with a hammer. '' Praise the
Lord!" he said.
A friend asked, "Why did you say that?"
"I .J.ave mashed my finger, but I still have
it."
Another day a dog stole the steak which this
man was going to cook for his own dinner.
Again he said, "Praise the Lord."
When he was asked why he could praise the
Lord under such circumstances, he said,
"I still have my appetite."
It is often hard to find reason for gratitude
in circumstances that are disappointing. But
although it is difficult, it is a rewarding spiritual exercise. God can use such occasions to
build character. (James 1:2-8)
In a small community, there was a lady who
had been active in civic affairs for years and
years, but she had never received any recognition. Finally her contributions to her town
were noticed by her friends, and she was
given an award.

KISSING THE CALF
On my list of unforgetable persons I have
known, there always will be a place for the late
John L. Rainey, long-time teacher of Greek
and Bible at David Lipscomb College. One of
the things which made this man unique was
his use of axioms and maxims with which he
punctuated his lessons. When, for example,
a student in error would differ with him, the
old gentleman would rebuff him gently with,
"Well scholar, 'Everyone to his own taste,'
said the old maid as she kissed the calf.''
It was a proverb born of rural life and another
era. Yet, even the sophisticated suburbanite
of the 80's can see its truth: freedom of choice
does not necessarily mean quality of choice.
John Rainey's proverb may have had some
Biblical roots. During the troubled years of
750-725 B.C., Hosea the prophet confronted
Israel with its idolatry. Lamenting their molten
silver images to which they sacrificed, Hosea
sneered, "Men Kiss Calves!" (Hosea 13:2)
In these three words Hosea pinpointed the
folly of the idolater: he adores what he outran/cs. Do you have a sacred calf? "Consider
the members of your earthly body as dead to
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire,
and greed, which amounts to idolatry. "
(Colossians 3:5)
Don't Kiss the Calf; Kill it!
Marlin Connelly
Bellevue Bulletin
Nashville, TN
BULLETINDIGEST
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SMART AND MADD

ALTERNATIVE
MUSIC

~
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WFHC is the campus radio station at FreedHardeman College (Henderson, TN-editor).
Throughout much of the broadcast day, their
music comes from the adult contemporary
charts with Billboard's Top 40 programming
in the afternoons and evenings.
Not everything is played by WFHC. Between
40 and SOpercent of the songs must either be
omitted or edited. A talented staff is able,
in many instances, to put the razor blade to
a taped song and remove an unsuitable word
or phrase. The remainder of the song is
rejoined in such a way that the editing is
unnoticeable to the average ear.
Those who "clear music" at the WFHC
studios are instructed to listen to each song
word for word. Every word has to be understood.
The following is a list of things that make a
song unsuitable for play on WFHC: Use of
any profanity. Any sexual references. The
advocacy of anything illegal. References to
alcohol, tobacco, or drugs. Degrading of
religion or authority. Dancing. Lascivious
sound effects such as extreme, heavy breathing. Satanism. An immoral context for the
song.
"Our goal at WFHC is to provide 'alternative' music," says Roger Stewart, the station's
music director. Stewart tells us there are at
least two commercial stations that have similar
screening policies. One is in Athens, Alabama;
and the other in Dallas, Texas. May their
tribe increase!
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George W. Merritt
West Main Bulletin
Tupelo, MS

Project SMART (Stop Marketing Alcohol
on Radio and Television) is only one of several
on-going activities of the Center for Science in
the Public Interest, a Washington-based
consumer advocacy group. SMART gained
national attention recently as a result of the
hearings in Congress concerning a possible
ban of all alcoholic beverage commercials
from television. The Center for Science in the
Public Interest was founded in 1971 and has
30,000 active members. One of their major
aims is the elimination of deceptive advertising on food products, especially those advertisements directed at children. They contend
that television commercials glamorize alcohol
and should be banned in the same way that
cigarette commercials were banned a decade
ago. You may write to them at:
Center for Science in the Public Interest
150116th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Drivers)
is an organization which is devoted to hurting
the liquor industry by punishing those who
drink and drive. MADD was founded in 1980
and now has 26,000 members in 251 chapters
across the nation. They have been responsible
for the passage of "slammer" bills in several
states and are currently working on passage
of similar legislation in many others states.
They vigorously prosecute drunk drivers and
represent victims of drunk drivers on court
cases across the country. Their address is:
MADD

669 Airport Freeway, Suite 310
Hurst, Texas 76053
These and similar organizations have proven
that it is possible to meet the liquor industry
head on and win in some cases and force the
industry to make some modifications on other
cases. Contributions to MADD and the Center
for Science on the Public Interest are tax
deductible.

-
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THE SIN OF
DISCRIMINATION
"But if you show favoritism,

you sin.
James 2:9

One morning Henry Weisner was finishing
up some paperwork in the large automobile
dealership where he worked when he noticed
a middle-aged man looking in the showroom
window. "Joe," he said to one of the other
salesmen, '' do you want to wait on that man?''

it hauntingly reminds us of the time when
James cautioned us against the temptation of
discrimination. He said, ''Suppose a man
comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring
and fine clothes and a poor man in shabby
clothes also comes in. If you show special
attention to the man wearing the fine clothes
and say 'Here's a good seat for you' but say to
the poor man 'Sit on the floor by my feet·,
have you not discriminated among yourselves
and become judges with evil thoughts?"
(James 2:2-4)
Ken Dye
Broadway Bulletin
Lubbock, TX

Joe looked at the man who was rather
roughly dre~sed and carried a brown paper
lunch bag. "I don't think so," he said. "He
probably just came down here to eat his lunch
and look at the new cars.''
Harry put his papers aside and went over
to the man. "Good morning," he said. "Can
I show you some of the new models?''

Entangled?"'"~

"I like the one near the door," the man said.
"Fine," Henry said. "I'll show it to you."
The man looked the car over and sat in the
driver's seat. "Yes," he said, "I like this
car. If I buy it now, can I take it home with
me today?"
"Why, yes," Harry said. "If we can get the
credit approved that quickly.''
"I don't want credit," the man said. "I
want to pay cash.'' He opened the brown bag
and Harry saw that it was full of cash.
"In that case," Harry said, "it's yours."
As he walked to the cashier's counter with the
bag of money, he passed Joe. "What's going
on?" Joe said.
"Oh, nothing," Harry told him. 'Tm just
taking Mr. Ferro's lunch over to the cashier."
Even though this is a rather humorous story,

Remember the time someone tied you up
and you weren't free to move? Remember how
it felt? Awful, right? You easily recognized
that restriction because it was physical and
kept you from normal activity.
There is another kind of entanglement.
It's worse than that mentioned above. Paul
identified it this way: "No soldier in active
service entangles himself in the affairs of
everyday life, so that he may please the one
who enlisted him as a soldier. ·' (II Timothy
2:4) It's obvious: when you are entangled in
the affairs of daily, carnal activity, being a
soldier of Jesus is impossible. It may be that
those things in which you are entangled are
not wrong within themselves but they are
completely SECONDARY!
Our whole objective in life is to please the
One who enlisted us. The soldier will have no
separate will of his own. Timothy, you, and I
are to be totally absorbed in being a soldier.
Don Canter
rr;:UETIN
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On Sensitivity
She was a part-time clerk, hired for the
Christmas rush. She was nineteen maybe-a
college freshman home for the holidays. She
was trying to earn a few dollars to buy some
gifts and maybe have a little to take back to
school. She was small, unsure of herself,
unfamiliar with the computerized cash register
and very vulnerable. She didn't know where
lay-away was, or the catalog department.
Her department manager was gone on break
and she was surrounded by a growing circle
of impatient, demanding, querulous people
who all wanted a piece of her simultaneously.
The person confronting her was a rather tall,
large, angular woman dressed in a stylish,
but old stylish manner. "You advertised this
item on sale. I'd like to know where it is?"
The tone was accusing and caustic. The clerk,
biting her lip, "Honestly, ma'am, I don't
know. If you'll just wait for the department
head to return I'm sure he can help you."
The angular lady sensing triumph over the
subdued clerk got a little louder. "I have no
time to wait on department heads. When
you advertise an item you should have it.
Why don't you know where it is, you work here
don't you?"
The little clerk, with her voice trembling
and showing a little extra water around the
eyes, said, "Yes, ma'am, but I just started
two days ago and they just moved me here this
morning, and I don't know much about this
(her words were pouring out in a torrent now)
and if you'd just be patient I..."

Feeling guilty for watching for so long, I
mustered my best smile and stepped forward,
right between the clerk and the angular lady.
"Hi," I said. I was really trying to sound
cheerful and reassuring. Much to my chagrin
the little clerk looked into my beaming face,
filled with goodwill, and she dissolved into
tears. The angular lady "harumped"
and
stormed off with a parting, "Well, I never."
The rest of the crowd, some sheepishly, some
indignant, melted away when it became
obvious that their needs were not going to be
met. I was left alone with a sobbing salesclerk.
"Why can't they be patient?" "Why can't
they understand?" "I try so hard to be pleasant and kind and they just step on me.''
I reflect on that scene and it occurs to me
that the angular lady was probably telling the
truth about herself. I'll bet she could do all
those things and the world is a better place
because of people like her, but it didn't give
her the right to shatter the fragile framework
of this delicate personality. It's probably true
that kids are more fragile today. Their environment has made them so. Both their mental
and physical constitutions lack the sturdiness
of earlier generations. They break more easily,
they give in more quickly. They are less selfassured. It does occur to me that what the
angular lady, and much of the crowd who
supported her, was missing was humility and
the sensitivity which seems to always accompany it. Must we always purchase our victories, affirm our superiority, at the expense of
someone else's dignity?
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"Patient!"
her.

The angular woman interrupted

"Patient! My dear little know-nothing. I
marvel at your generation of snotty-nosed,
sniveling, quiver-lipped, spineless apologizers.
When I was your age miss, I had two children,
I hoed, picked, cooked, washed, tended,
mended, fixed,-and you can't even tell me
where the mixer bowls are!''
MAY 1985

John Smith
Vandalia Bulletin
Lubbock, TX

A smilecanadda great
dealto one'sfacevalue.
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HOW WAS IT DONE?
It was a two year evangelism campaign
that reached Jews and Greeks in all of ancient
Asia. ''And this continued for the space of
two years; so that all they that dwelt in Asia
heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and
Greeks.·· (Acts 19:10) What evangelism!
What a saturation of communities with the
gospel!
But how did it happen? How could a handful of disciples under the guidance of Paul do
so much in so short a time? What was their
secret? What approach did they take?
Well here are two things they did NOT do:
(1) The disciples did not send Paul all over Asia

to evangelize in their place. How do we know
that? Because Paul was teaching daily in
Ephesus in the school of Tyrannus (Acts 19:9).
If he was teaching Christ in a school every day,
he could not have been many miles away in
the far reaches of Asia. No doubt Paul taught
all the lost of Ephesus he could (and some in
the outlying areas), but he did not evangelize
Asia !!Jone. (2) The disciples did not evangelize
Asia by restricting their evangelistic efforts to
the meeting hall of Tyrannus. They went out
to meet the lost where they were, teaching
wherever they could-in
homes, temples,
and marketplaces. They were trained; they
went out; all Asia heard the Word of the Lord.
That's God's plan.
We must rethink our evangelistic strategies
in the church of today if we hope to do what the
first century did and if we are to accomplish
what our Lord wants us to do in our age.
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CLUTIER TOMORROWS
OPPORTUNITIES
~ITH YESTERDAY'S
TROUBLES
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While the act of baptlam 11 moat 1erlou1,
event, 1urroundlng thl1 Important 1tep are
1ometlmea amualng. Such 11 the caae with
thl1 month'• 1ubml11lon from Daniel Whitworth of Morton, Ml11l11lppl, aa he tell• of an
experience In Colllnavllle, Texaa.
When I was about 12 years old, we lived in
a small North Central Texas town where my
Dad was the minister. The church building was
small and we even had a class meeting where
the baptistry was located behind the pulpit
area. The baptistry had a covering that could
be removed. One Sunday morning, we had a
baptism and after getting all ready, with a
teenage boy already in the water, curtains
opened and a snake was sighted swimming in
the bottom of the water.
Everything went well, and after getting
everyone out the snake was removed and killed
by one of the men. Then one of the elders
remarked, ''What did you kill him for? That
might have been the Devil trying to turn
straight and be baptized.''
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~ORRYIS ~ASIINGTODAY'STIMEIO
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It Really Happened ...
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Share with us some amusing or embarrassing incident of a religious nature and if we print it we 'II
give you a six-month's subscription or extension to
BULLETIN DIGEST. Send all items to: BULLETIN
DIGEST, HC-69, Box 29A, Anselmo. NE 68813
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Correction

Fluid
-~---------

I have a little white bottle of correction
fluid sitting here on my desk. It is for those
very rare times that I make a mistake in typing.
I can paint it on the white page and it covers
the mistake, and as soon as it dries, I can type
the correct letter or word in.
We have several "Correctional Institutes"
in our state. That phrase does not have a very
good ring to it, does it? We don't like to be
corrected. We don't like for anyone to point
out that we have made a mistake. In fact,
a lot of people get down-right hostile if you
point out their mistakes.
Solomon had some interesting things to
say about this over 1900 years ago. What he
said just helps us to realize that people have
not changed very much. He wrote: "He who
co"ects a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he
who reproves a wicked man incurs injury.
Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you;
reprove a wise man, and he will love you. ''
(Proverbs 9:7,8)
Isn't that the truth? Haven't you corrected
someone only to have them turn on you. In
fact, some people get very nasty. Solomon
said that a scoffer will abuse you because you
have corrected him. And he adds that a wicked
man will even get so angry that he may inflict
injury upon you.
All of us have been in work situations or
even in a family situation where we were fearful of correcting someone, because we knew
that he or she would "blow up."
That tells us something. It is not to our
credit that we will not stand for correction.
MAY 1985

Solomon says that that is the nature of a wicked
person or one who scoffs at the way of the Lord.
On the other hand, you can correct a wise
person and not only will he take the correction,
but he will love you for it.
Can you imagine that! Instead of telling
you off because you corrected him, he will
appreciate it so much that he will love you for
it. Unthinkable! Rare in any age or society.
Think of how many people you know who
love correction. Who can take it graciously
and will love you for it.
We all know that this number is precious
few. One would think that the church would
have the largest number of these rare individuals. We do not though. We, too, have so
many who will not be corrected by anyone.
Let us all take this Scripture to heart and be
that rare, wise person God wants.
Harvey Porter
Albuquerque, NM
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GIVING GOOD STROKES
··We are members of one another. '·
Ephesians 4:25

"Christians aren't supposed to brag."
Right? Wrong!
Well, maybe I am not supposed to toot my
own horn. But I should "brag" on God.
•'Thus says the Lord: Let not the wise man
glory in his wisdom, let not the mighty man
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory
in his riches; but let him who glories glory in
this, that he understands and knows me ... '·
(Jeremiah 9:23,24).
And Christians should brag on one another.
•'Outdo one another in showing honor'· is
an apostolic command (Romans 12:10).
Some of us have a fear that bragging on
folks will give them a big head. So we go to
the opposite extreme I Instead of commending
a good effort, we may pick it to pieces by
spotlighting its human flaws.
There isn't anybody who doesn't benefit
from what Dr. Maxwell Maltz called "good
strokes." Just observe anyone I From the
smallest child to the oldest adult. From the
lowliest occupation to the President. Everyone
blooms with commendation and wilts under
criticism.
The fellowship of a church is no different.
Here too, people thrive when we are ''eager
to show respect for one another·· (Romans
12:10). And here, too, folks can still crumple
under a barrage of complaints.
Our church has plenty to brag about! More
good things go on in any week than we can
possibly publicize. That fact doesn't exempt
us individually from being good strokers.
In fact, it makes it all the more important
that we show personal appreciation instead
of waiting for somebody to receive a plaque
or be written up.

So look around you. See some brother or
sister doing a good job, and tell him or her that
you appreciate it.
You may be surprised when you commend
someone else. You may get some of the same
treatment in return.
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Dan Anders
Houston, TX

ERASERS AND WELLS
Recently I read an article that contained the
statement, "Erasers are for people who make
mistakes." I glanced to my right where I have
two pencils. One Is well-worn and its eraser Is
missing; either because it has been completely
worn out, or used so vigorously that it Just fell
out. The other pencil has never been sharpened
but its eraser has been used repeatedly. And
while the statement about erasers is true there
is something far more fundamental and positive
which can be said about them. Erasers are for
people who wlll CORRECT THEIR MISTAKES!
This also Is Involved In repentance and
conversion that our sins may be blotted out or
erased (Acts 3:19). The Lord expects us to
''erase'' past wrongs or sins as much as humanly possible. "And Zacchaeu1 stood, and said
unto the Lord: 'Behold, Lord, the half of my
goods I give to the poor; and If I have taken
anything from any man by false accu1atlon,
I restore him fourfold.' " (Luke 19:8) Who
could doubt the sincerity of Zacchaeus as is
evidenced by his actions in offering to restore
fourfold anything he might have taken by
fraud.
Some years ago a man In England was reported to have been converted. Immediately he
began to make his debts and obligations right.
Then he cleaned his old well-where
some
log chains and other items of value he had
"borrowed"
without permission had been
thrown. After cleaning them, he returned them
with apologies. We need to follow his example
by going to the "bottom of the well" and
making restitution-straighten
up things with
those you have wronged.
rr::-~ETIN
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Bob Hampton
via Norfolk, VA
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THE NEEDED VIRTUE OF
PATIENCE
In Chinese folklore there is a story of a
household so happy that for nine gener.ations
none of its members had left it, except the
daughters that marriage had taken away.
The fame of such domestic bliss reached the
ears of the Celestial Emperor. He sent an
envoy to discover the secret. The old father of
the house, taking paper and brush, painted
many characters, then handed his answers
to the imperial envoy. But when the emperor
unrolled it, there was nothing there but the
character for "PATIENCE" repeated 100
times.
No virtue is extolled more in the Bible than
that of patience, perseverance, steadfastness.
James, the brother of the Lord, wrote, "Perseverance must finish its work so that you may
be mature and complete, not lacking anything. '' There are at least three kinds of
patience that we need to exercise every day.
One is patience with circumstances. How
many times do you find yourself facing a
seemingly "no-win" situation through no
fault of your own or anyone else? There are
times when a chain of events relentlessly runs
its course to put you in such a position. The
important thing is to learn to handle it as
practically and graciously as possible. Losing
your temper or looking for something or someone to blame is a dead-end approach.
A second kind of patience we are often
called upon to exercise is patience with others.
People do make mistakes. They sometimes
act foolishly or even act badly. Naturally, we
are resentful when someone else's actions
put us in a bind. But, once again, temper
tantrums can have only negative results.
They won't help solve the problem. Handling
the matter graciously and practically again
makes sense.
Finally, a third kind of patience and possibly
most difficult to develop is patience with
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ourselves. Most folks are tougher on themselves than on anybody else. You may find
yourself in "hot water" because you forgot
an appointment or misread instructions.
Or simply because you got careless in some
way. But give yourself a break. Don't get down
on yourself. It will only bring additional
errors.
Have patience .... with circumstances .... with
others .... with yourself. Chances are, you'll
have discovered one of the most important
secrets of finding true happiness.
BULLrrlN
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Douglas F. Parsons
via Johnson, AR

The Better
Management Award
A highly placed corporate manager recently
announced tongue-in-cheek, the establishment of an annual better management award.
"The first person to be so honored," he said,
''would be Christopher Columbus-posthumously." "We are honoring ole Chris
as the greatest manager of all time,'' the
announcement read. "He started out not
knowing where he was going; upon arriving,
he didn't know where he was; and upon returning, he didn't know where he had been.''
Jesus lived and died and rose again in order
to convince us that there is a better way to
manage our lives. Jesus wants us to know
where we come from, to know where we are,
and to know where we are going. Jesus wants
us to know that we are of God; that we are
creatures of God's love; that the God who
made us is a gracious God who has given us
a world in which to begin the process of fulfillment as the beautiful, unique persons
He created us to be; that we are enrolled in
the divinely created school of learning how to
love. And that school, my friend, is the church
of Jesus Christ.
Jon E. Jones
Richland Hills Bulletin
Ft. Worth, TX
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look down on those of lesser (?) importance.
Or, we have been programmed to fear those
we consider above our station in life.

CONSIDER THE ANT
Although I am not a scientist, I have over the
years been interested in God's general revelation as it is seen in creation. So many little
creatures defy the theory of organic evolution.
Take the ant (Solomon mentions them)-there
are many varieties and all of them have something special about them that cry out against
evolution.
Biochemist Fred Smith, University of
Minnesota, tells us that the black carpenter
ant has the ability to install "antifreeze"
(glycerol, similar to what we put in the auto)
in his body to preserve life during the cold
months of the year. Mr. Smith reasons that
this little insect must have a mechanism which
reacts to the cold to produce this protective
"alcohol." Evolution cannot account for such
a marvelous intricate process. With the
Psalmist we exclaim, •'O Lord, how manifold
are they works! In wisdom hast thou made
them all!'' (Psalms 104:24)

Peter came to an understanding that went
against all his prejudices, but only after much
coercion: •'Of a truth I perceive that God is
no respecter of persons" (Acts 10:34b). The
natural conclusion he reached was that neither
should he be a respecter of persons. But, being
human he found this difficult to practice at
all times. What would his peers think about
him associating with Gentiles? •'But when
Cephas came to Antioch .... he ate with the
Gentiles, but when they (Jews) came, he drew
baclc and separated himself, fearing them that
were of the circumcision. "(Galatians 2:llf).
The answer to such a dilemma is found in
the:
OBSERVATIONS OF AN 8-YEAR OLD
We have the nicest garbage man,
He empties out our garbage can;
He is just as nice as he can be;
He always stops and talks with me.
My mother doesn't like his smell,
But, then, she doesn't know him well.

Curtis Dowdy
Highland Bulletin
Columbia, TN

IMPRESSIONS
''Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and
saith of him, Behold, an Israelite indeed, in
whom is no guile!" (John 1:47)
Wouldn't it be great if all our first impressions were as positive as this? However, the
sad truth is that we often form rather negative
impressions of others before we ever get to
know them. And, that is sad, for in so doing
we often fail to enjoy a really good relationship
with someone who could be a real joy in our
lives.
Why do we look at one person and decide
that he/ she is to be liked, and at another only
to turn off to any closeness? Much of it has to
do with our environment. We have been programmed to receive those of our own social,
economic, or occupational background, and to

Oh, to be a child in our relationships with
all men! (cf. Matthew 18:3,4)
Leroy Sedgwick
San Angelo, TX

GETTING EVEN
Young Jim rushed up to his father one day
and said, "Father, Tom has done me wrong,
and I'm going to get even with him if it's the
last thing I do." The father scratched his head
and then said, "Son, when you start out to
'get even,' why not 'get even' with somebody
who has done you a favor?"
fL~~:T
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WHEN BRETHREN DISAGREE
Let's face it: one of the biggest problems we
have in the church is that people don't know
how to disagree with each other. We get mad.
We get our feelings hurt. We even split
churches over it!
Read the account in Acts 15:36-41. Paul
and Barnabas disagreed so radically that
Luke called it a •'sharp contention. ·' As you
read, take note of three thoughts about disagreement. ..
1. Agree to Disagree-Paul and Barnabas
disagreed on opinion, not doctrine. Since
neither could convince the other (there being
n? standard of authority to consult on opimons !), they agreed to disagree. To get along,
we don't have to agree on everything.

DRESS UP YOUR BULLETIN
from BULLETIN DIGEST .

2. Keep On Working-Rather than allowing
the disagreement to hinder the work, they
found a way to make it an aid. They formed
two teams and went in different directions.
The work force was doubled!
3. Don't Hold Grudges-This
strikes so
close to home. Just because they disagreed
(and strongly so), Paul didn't allow it to
affect his spiritual relationship with Barnabas
or Mark. Later, he complimented both of them.
(Col. 4:10; II Tim. 4:11)
As long as we continue to hold opinions, we
will disagree. To disagree is never wrong.
It's the manner in which we disagree and the
way we react later that is often wrong.
Norm Petersen
Putnam City Bulletin
Oklahoma City, OK
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Retribution
''Though the mills of God grind
slowly, yet
they grind exceedingly small;
Though with patience He stands
waiting,
with exactness grinds He all."
-Henry W. Longfellow
This expression of poetic wisdom affirms
that retribution (or reward) for one's actions
may be delayed, but in the end everyone
will get what he deserves.
David looked at the prosperity of the wicked
and was envious. They have no pangs; their
bodies are sound and sleek. They are not
in trouble as other men are. Their eyes swell
out with fatness, their hearts overflow with
follies. They scoff and speak with malice.
People praise them and find no fault in them.
Then David realized that the prosperity of
the wicked is only temporary. He went into
the sanctuary of God and perceived their
end. God has set them in slippery places;
He makes them fall to ruin. Those who are
far from God will perish. God will put an end
to those who are false to him. ''Though the
mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind exceeding small. '' (Psalms 73)
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Paul warned, •'Do not be misled: You
cannot fool God. A person harvests only what
he plants. If he plants to satisfy his sinful
self, his sinful self will bring him eternal
death. But if he plants to please the Spirit,
he will receive eternal life from the Spirit.
We must not become tired of doing good. We
will receive our harvest at the right time if we
do not give up!'' (Galatians 6: 7-9)
Like Moses we must look only for God's
reward. This will enable us to deny ourselves
the enjoyment of sin for a short time. When
we sow to the wind we may expect to reap the
whirlwind. Horace Greely wisely wrote on
one occasion, "God does not settle all his
accounts in October.'' Or do you think you will
be able to escape the judgment of God?
(Romans 2:3) We shall all stand before God,
and he will judge us all. Yes, it is written:
•'Everyone will bow before me;
everyone will say"that I am God.
As surely as I live, these things
will happen,
says the Lord. ' •

So each of us will have to answer to God for
what he has done. Longfellow correctly said,
''Though with patience He stands waiting,
with exactness grinds He all."
via Muscatine, IA

